Closing the coastal charisma gap:

How to integrate seagrasses into the
public dialog on coastal ecosystems
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Accelerating rates (both positive &
negative) of global seagrass
trajectories
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Seagrass Trajectories Database
215 sites; 1130 observations
Waycott et al., 2009 PNAS 1879-2006
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Net result of global seagrass losses =
one soccer field every 30 minutes since
1980

A Measured loss rates
for 9% of mapped
seagrass area

A Applying loss rate to
this area = one
football field per only
3 minutes

A Even these are
conservative
estimates; potential
global seagrass area
= 30 X higher than
mapped area
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Seagrasses are valuable and threatened
compared to other major marine habitats

Temperate Tropical
&
Loss Value
Ecosystem (10° ha) (% year ) (USS ha™" year )
Seagrass | q&l 18 2-5 19 004
Salt marsh | 140 1-2 9 990
Mangrove | %\ 15 1-3 9 990
Coral [" ) 62 4-9 6 075
Nl /
Tropical
1900 0.5 2 007
foreSt l ?/ l Duarte et al. 2008 Coasts & Estuaries
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Seagrasses have a

150 Media

reports per

scientific Ecosystém
100~ Paper

Seagrass Salt marsh
50 -

Mangrove Coral

Duarte et al. 2008 Coasts & Estuaries
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YouTube comparsion:
corals vs. seagrass

67,651 views VS. /66 views
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