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The Bay Health Index 

(BHI) is a spatially-

explicit index that 

represents the major Bay 

habitats by using data 

from: 

1) mid-channel surface

(Secchi, chl-a, P-IBI) &

water column (DO) 

2) benthic community 

(B-IBI) 

3) peripheral shallow-

water areas (SAV)



Index values used to calculate 

report card grades
Å15 regions of the Bay

ÅIndex: 0 to 100

ÅGrade: A to F

ÅRelease in April

Åwww.eco-check.org

ÅWilliams et al. 2009 
Marine Pollution Bulletin

2006

http://www.eco-check.org/
http://www.eco-check.org/
http://www.eco-check.org/


Novel Applications of the BHI
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Severn River

Indicators

ÅWater Quality

ïDO

ïSecchi depth

ÅBiotic

ïSAV

ïYellow Perch

Water surface area = 29 km2

Fixed Station used 

in BHI


