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ÅProvide some overarching science 
communication principles

ÅIntroduce you to science 
communication resources  

ÅIllustrate effective science 
communication using report cards

ÅInspire you to enhance your 
science communication skills



Successful dissemination of knowledge to a wide 

range of audiences (science and non-science)



Å Provide synthesis, visualization & 

context

Å Respect your audience

ï Relate to audience

ï Simplify terms but not content

ï Prepare for & invite ?s

Å Donôt be a geek

ï Lose the jargon, dude

ï Define all terms

ï Minimize AU (acronym use)

Å Make it look good 

ï Assemble self-contained visual elements

ï Consistent style and format

ï Use color, but use it judiciously 

Adapted from Thomas et al. 2006



Visualization ContextSynthesis

Synthesized

data
Illustrate key points So what?



ÅEnthusiasm counts: get excited

ÅQuality time needed: schedule it

ÅFeedback & revision essential: seek it out



ÅConceptual diagrams: context and synthesis

ÅMaps: geographic context and information-rich

ÅPhotos: describe methods, study site 

description, processes and relevance

ÅTables and figures: scientific data without 

óchart junkô





ÅCholera outbreak in 

London

ÅJohn Snow mapped 

cholera cases 

ÅCholera cases linked to 

pump locations

ÅPump handle removed; 

cholera subsided
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ÅPeer pressure is a powerful 
human motivator

ÅEducational report cards are a 
common experience  

ÅReport cards synthesize large 
amounts of data


