Foundational Science in Flight:
USGS Bird Programs Support Conservation, Culture,
and a Thriving U.S. Economy

Birds are vital to our economy, ecosystems, and cultural heritage. Investing in bird conservation benefits
communities, businesses, and working lands while reinforcing our Nation’s legacy of stewardship and
biodiversity. When we value birds, we ensure a richer, healthier, and more vibrant future for all Americans.

The USGS Leads Two National Bird Monitoring Programs

People who appreciate birds contribute more than $100 billion in related purchases to the United States (U.S.)
economy annually, helping to support 1.4 million jobs and $90 billion in labor-related income (U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, 2022)'. Across the Nation, the U.S. Geological Survey’s (USGS) Bird Banding Laboratory
(BBL) and Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) are critical to the functions of Federal and State wildlife agencies,
Migratory Bird Flyway Councils, and non-governmental organizations. Data supplied by the BBL and the BBS
help resource managers meet their mandates to reduce conflicts between birds and people, identify species of
greatest conservation need, and set healthy harvest levels. Industries in the private sector have adopted science-
based, sustainable practices driven by data from the BBL and the BBS that benefit their own operations and
birds. Without sufficient support for the BBL and the BBS, groups with varying interests that depend on these
data to reach effective management decisions and achieve collaborative outcomes for bird-related challenges are
adversely impacted.

"Healthy bird populations benefit the United States economy directly via spending on bird-related recreation, including bird feeding,
bird watching, and hunting; and indirectly via services birds provide, such as protecting farm crops from pest damage.
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Advancing a Brighter Future for Birds and People

The USGS is pursuing innovative partnerships with public and private organizations to ensure that the BBL
and the BBS continue to deliver data that partners depend on and make advances to better meet societal needs.
By harnessing the power of technology, engaging with new partners, and fostering a culture of data-driven
decision-making, there can be a brighter future for North American bird populations and the people and lands
that benefit from them.

Investing in USGS's two National bird
monitoring programs generates a
variety of societal benefits.

P

To learn more or explore opportunities to work with us to sustain and advance
USGS'’s critical bird-monitoring programs, contact Tom 0'Connell, Eastern
Ecological Science Center Director at 304-724-4401 or toconnell@usgs.gov.
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